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FLYING DUTCHMAN 
CREW FREED 


Fine of Y. 200 Imposed by 
Formosa Authorities 


Giran, Formosa, May 11. 

After undergoing the strictest ques- 
tioning for several days, the crew of 
three of the Shanghai ketch Flying 
Dutchman, who ran foul of the Ja- 
panese authorities on May 2, obtained 
their freedom to-day—but only after 
payment of a fine of Y.200. 

Immediately cia) his release, Mr. 
W.-S,,Gates; American member of the 
Base left for Taihoku to report to 
the American Consul there. 

In the meantime, his colleagues, 
H. G. Wrede, 26-year-old German, and 
Gene Roubin, a Russian, are prepar- 
ing to leave the island at the first 
opportunity.—Reuter. 


Otto Kriex Fined Y. 200 


Taihoku, May 11. 

Otto Kriez, a Shanghailander and 
the owner of the yacht Osten, who 
was arrested in the middle of April 
Gn a charge of entering the strategic 
zcne in Formosa without leave, was 
brought up at the Taichu district 
ccurt to-day. After a short hearing. 
he was fined Y. 200 for violating the 
Shipping Law and released. 


- The Osten, with a crew of two, ° 


Kriez and a Frenchman named 
Severin Ruffio, sailed from Shanghai 
on April 1 in an attempt to reach the 
Pnited States.—Reuter. i 
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Shanghai German Still 
Held As Alleged Spy 


Ruffio, 2nd Member Of Wotan 
Crew, Said Released 


TOKYO, May 4.—(Reuters).—It is 
learned here today that the small 
sailing-boat Osten, which left 
Shanghai for the United States on 
April 1, was detained at Taiko, 

-|Formosa, in the middle of that 
*|month. 

The crew, consisting of Otto 
"ta German, and Severin R 
Frenchman, were arrested on 2 
‘charge of espionage, ‘and taken to 
*|Taian, in Taichu Rretecture. for an 

examination. 

Ruffio has since on released, but 
Kriez is still in prison. ’ 

The authorities here declare that 
they have no information on the 
subject, ut they are now conducting 
an investigation. © . 
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'|SHANGHAI MAN GETS 


IN TROUBLE 


| Arrested In Formosa On 
On A Charge Of 
Espionage 


TOKYO, May 4.—It is learned 
here to-day that the small sailing- 
boat Osten, which left Shanghai 
for the United States or April 1, 
was detained at Taiko, “Formosa, 
in the middle of that month. 

The crew, consisting of Otto 
Kriez, a German, and Severin 
Ruffio, a Frenchman, were arrested 
on a charge of espionage, and 
taken to Taian, in Taichu Pre- 
fecture, for an examination. 

Ruffio has since been released, 
but Kriez is still in prison. 

The authorities here declare 
that they have no information on 
the subject, but they are now 
conducting an_ investigation.— 
Reuter. : : 


Simultaneous with the arrest on Monday of three Shanghailanders comorising the crew of the 

ketch “Flying Dutchman” by Formosan authorities at Taito, Mr. Otio Kriez (left), German, and Mr. 

* Severin RufBo (center), and their boat “Wotan III” (right inset) were seized by Formosa authorities on 

the seme day at Taian on another alleged spy charge. Kriez and Ruffio left Shanghai on about April 
1, continuing a round-the-world pleasure tour, and were bound for Manila and the South Seas. 


‘2 Germans From Shanghai Also 


Held, Boat Seized In F ormesal 


Some 


Members Of Separate Expedition From: That_Of | 
| 


‘Flying Dutehman’ Arrested; Fate Of Members 


. Pf Both Groups In Doubt As News: Scarce 


world tovr. After remodeling their 
boat, they left early “im April for 
America’ vig Manila ond the South |” 


Simultaneous: with’ the arrest ‘of 
the .-three. .Shanghalianders _com- 
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whe attached translation of a telegram received by the _ 


Japanese Consul-General from the Formosan Police refers to = 


two adventurers named Otto Diez, 24, German, and Severin. bs 
cy 


_Ruffio, French-kurasian, 25, who sailed from Shanshai on — 


April 6, 1934, aboard the yacht "Wotan 11," for America via _.___ 


vanilla. ee ere, 


Diez, in company with another German, Richard Knecht, 


n May 12, 1932, sailed from Mannheim, Germany, aboard the _.... 


acht "Wotan I," on a round-the-world adventure. Some two 


_years later they reached Moulmien, Burma, where they were 


compelled to cancel the project on account of illness. 
From Moulmien, they proceeded to Shanghai by steamer, arriving 


here in Ha 1934. In Shanghai they published a book _ 


entitied "Adventures in a small boat." Five hundred of 


these books were sold at $2.00 per copy, thus enabling them 
to raise sufficient funds with which to purchase the "Wotan 11" 
with the intention of resuming their travels. Knecht, 


however, became indisposed i his place was en b 


RufZio. Knecht (referred to in the telegram as Creft 
resides at 240 Nanzing Road and is employed with Kunst 
Albers, 110 Szechuen Road. He is about to remit funds to 
Manila on behalf of these two mene ———S—SSSSSSC“‘ 

Whilst in Shanghai, Diez resided at 240 Nanzing Road. 
He lived quietly and did not come to the notice of the police 

Ruffio was born locally. Nothing detrimental to his 
character is known to either the Shanghai Municipal Police 

| or the French Police. 
_A copy of the book “Adventures in a small Boat" is 

submitted herewith for favour of passing to the Japanese 
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MG Authorities and return to the undersigned. er 
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Deputy Commissioner(Svecial Branch) on 


———— 
| Form No.3 
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REPORT rip te ly —— | 935 olen 


Made by D...S. Umemoto. Forwarded by...... Ye Aud LAF 


Attached is a translation of a telegram received by the 


local Japanese Consul-General from the Formosan rolice. The 


Consular Authorities request that any information in the 


_possession of the Municipal Police on the subject be furnished 
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Translation 


At 4 p.m. April 26, a small yacht called at Taian, 
Taichu, Formosa. The crew of the vessel consisted of two 
persons, one of whom was a German writer and artist named 
Otto Zies (?), 24, residing at No.240 Nensei Dori (?), 
Shanghai, and the other, a Frenchman named S.E. Ruffio, 
unemployed, residing at Chateau d'Eau (?),the Bund, Shanghai. 

As a result of interrogating of these two persons, the 
following imformation has been obtained :- 

The yacht left Shanghai on April 6 en route to Manila. 
During the voyage the sails and the hull of the veasel were 
damaged so they cal?sd at this port to mke necessary repairs. 
They proposed to make a trip to the U.S.A. via Philippine 
Islands with the object of writing essays on travel and taking 
photographs for illustration. The vessel "“Wotan® (?} is an old 
ship purchased at Shanghai and registered with the German 
Consulate there. A relative of O@to Zies, named Creft (7), 30, 
is at present operating a cigarette factory at the address given 
as Otto Zies's residence. A sum of gold $200 has been remitted 
to the Manila Post Office by Creft. 

Investigations are be ing conducted regarding the two 
persons in view of the suspicious nature of the articles in 
their possession and of their movements. 

You are, therefore, requested to verify the following 
information and to communicate the results to us by cable | 
immediately s- 

Have they resided im Shanghai ? 

What is the object of their voyage 7. se 
What are their connestions with Creft ? 
other useful information. + * tee ® 
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FOREIGNERS HELD 
AT FORMOSA 


Espionage Charges Against 
Americans 


Tokyo. May 1. 

Three Americans, one reported tv 
be a retired naval lieutenant, are 
being held by the authorities at 
Taito, Formosa, charged with espion- 
age, according to dispatches received 
from there to-day. In addition. at 
the little port of Taian, Formosa. 


alle fr are also 
eld upon the same grounds. 

The arrest of the Americans— 
whose names have not been made 
public by the Formosan authorities 
—came about after the small yacht 
in which they had been sailing was: 
damaged so severely as to force them 
to put into shore. 

Police immediately arrested them 


for landing without a permit, claim- 


ing that craft had evidentaly been 
damaged purposely in order to give 
the men an excuse for coming 
ashore. Furthermore, the police claim 
that they had been taking pictures 
of the coast-line. The Americans, 
however, claimed that they were 
merely on a pleasure sail from Kee- 
lung and were blown ashore, Their 
protests were unheeded. they being 
taken to court where they will be 
examined and forced to defend them- 
selves against the charges of espion- 
age which have beer preferred 
against them. 


“Hetbase” and “Kwass” 


Meanwhile, a coincidence took 
Place in the form of a second small 
yacht being blown ashore at Taian.- 
The occupants of this vessel were @ 


= Mf ~to information " giver: 
out at ‘the American: Embassy, ‘the: 
officials there have not been inform-_. 
ed of the plight of the--Americans: 
but an ‘immediate investigation is. to 
be made by members ear ot came 
staff.— United Presse,” 
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